


In Search of Jeremiah Snow —
Revolutionary War Sword Cutler
by E. Andrew Mowbray

ONE OF THE FRUSTRATIONS besetting the collector
of American swords of the revolutionary period — other
than the obvious problem of not being able to own all the
existing specimens — is the almost total lack of informa-
tion surrounding them. The list of known makers is a
short one and details of their lives and methods are
meager.

The absence of this vital and humanizing ingredient
has left a portion of the collecting spectrum blank,
robbing the field of some of its satisfaction and a good
deal of its romance. Only by a grasp of the personalities
involved, no matter how tenuous, can a proper
appreciation of the specialty be gained. And when, as
occasionally happens, the mists part momentarily
permitting a glimpse of one of these makers, the
excitement among collectors is keen. Recently, the bits
fell into place and we have acquired a hazy view of
Jeremiah Snow, a Revolutionary War sword cutler who
worked in Springfield, Massachusetts.

The risk involved in putting one’s name on military
goods during this period was considerable. The much-
discussed fear of reprisal was the most important
negative factor. After all, being visibly engaged in the
manufacture of arms for a rebel cause was in itself enough
to bring down the wrath of a vengeful Crown should the
rebellion be put down. Pride in workmanship may
account for those signed pieces that do exist, although
why a highly skilled artist in metal would place a value on
having his name attached to a relatively crude item such
as a utilitarian sword is a mystery. Even the operation of
stamping his name into the hilt was a costly and unneces-
sary frill in serving a weapon-starved market. For some
reason known only to himself, and in defiance of all this,
Jeremiah Snow, goldsmith, whitesmith, and sometime

sword cutler chose to apply his touchmark to at least two
of his hilts.

One theory that agrees with the surviving evidence is
fhaf Snow only marked his wares when circumstances
indicated that to do so would be safe. And because only
fully developed swords have been located to date bearing
his name, it may well be that he applied his identity late in
the war when the outcome of the struggle left little doubt
as to the ultimate victor.

(Figure 2) Touchmark as found on “Glastonbury” saber.

Pioneer American sword collector Philip A. Medicus
sometime around 1950, may have been the first moder
arms student to take note of Snow’s name contained in
sunken rectangular cartouche reading “1 « SNOW”. Th
mark, in the form of a silversmith’s touchmark, wa
stamped into the underside of the guard of a large, brass
hilted horseman’s saber of the second half of the 18t}
century. There is no indication that Medicus went on tc
pursue research in the matter. The sword in question
along with the balance of the awesome Medicus
collection, passed to Norm Flayderman, was subsequent-
ly sold, and its present whereabouts are unknown.

Last Spring, at the Connecticut Gun Guild’s Glaston-
bury Show, a second marked specimen appeared upon
the always interesting tables of Bill Guthman. Of the
stirrup-hilted horseman’s variety and identical in all basic
respects to the Medicus arm, this sword served to prove
that here was an important Revolutionary War cutler
with his cover blown. Research begun in the 1950°s was
dusted off and a serious attempt was launched to uncover
what could be learned about “I ® SNOW™.

Early indications were that the touchmark in question
originated in the workshop of John Snow of Newport,
Rhode Island, (1740-later than 1803) whose mark, other
than the use of two “bullets” in the manner of a colon
between the initial and the surname, closely resembled
that found on the swords. While the qualifications and
working period of John Snow seemed to fit theﬁ
requirements, he was quickly discarded in favor of
another Snow, Jeremiah, goldsmith of Springfield,
Massachusetts (c. 1735 - 7). The production of this latter
Snow is obscure, yet he has left us a number of silver
teaspoons bearing exactly the same touch as the swords.
Seeking out Jeremiah, however, was not goingto be easy.
Early in the game it became apparent that there were two
Jeremiahs, Senior and Junior, and both had been
silversmiths. However, Jeremiah Senior seemed to be the

man.
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