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New collecting opportunity . . .

owords of the Masonic Orders

By John D. Hamilton

Curator, The Museum of our National Heritage

(Photo courtesy Essex Institute, Salem, Mass.)

“Five ball” pillow pommel with Masonic square
and compasses applied to the guard.

Detail of Five ball Masonic hilt.
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A FIELD OF ARMS COLLECTING currently offering
potential for development and investment is that of the
ornamental regalia sword, often referred to disparagingly
as the “Lodge” sword. Interest is emerging in these non-
combat weapons as other swords become more scarce
and costly. They were made by nearly all leading sword
manufacturers of the late 19th and early 20th century,
and provide the collector with a prime vehicle for the
study of american social history. Ideally, they encompass
iconography associated with a wide spectrum of
fraternal, social, polical, patriotic, mystic, religious, and
bigot organizations that proliferated in the post-Civil
War period.

Standard reference books on American swords deal
mainly with identification of military edged weapons and
fail to touch on the regalia sword. Theodore T. Belote
included several Masonic presentation swords in
Smithsonian Bulletin 163, but only inasmuch as they
were associated with a historic personage whose swords
had been given to the National Museum as a group gift.
Such information as is available must be gleaned from
rare manufacturers sales catalogues published by the
Ames Sword Co.; Schuyler, Hartley & Graham:
Henderson-Ames; Lilley-Ames; Pettibone Brothers;
Ward-Stilson; and the C.E. Ward Co. There were also
makers, such as C. Roby of West Chelmsford, Massa-
chusetts, whose limited production did not warrant a
printed catalogue. Other firms whose names appear on
regalia swords were invariably agents for the afore-
mentioned manufacturers. The grand-daddy of these
catalogues was published by the Ames Sword Co. in the
late 1880’s, during the heyday of fraternal societies. Ames
illustrated over 480 different swords whose designs were
prescribed by more than eighty organizations.

The variety of regalia swords is seemingly endless and
allows the collector wide scope for specialization by
organization, hilt design, manufacturer, or technolo gical
development. Rarity factors exist which, with statistical
research, will provide zest to the chase and reward for
finding that “sleeper.”

The last decade of the 19th century marks the high wa-
ter mark of fraternal order fervor in America. Member-
ships in 1897 stood at over 7.7 million for the twenty-
six leading secret societies. Nearly 115,000 members were
Knights Templars. Slightly more belonged to the militant
order of Odd Fellows, Many organizations, formed to
€Spouse a specific cause, had small memberships and
limited lives. Others with more universal appeal were
venerable, altruistic, and continue to thrive.

In Freemasonry, the world’s oldest and largest
fraternal society, the sword has been employed for
centuries as a visible symbol alluding to moral concepts.
Sword Symbolism, used in conjunction with a heart,
S€rves to remind bretheren that justice will prevail
although ones’ actions may be hidden from others in the
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Masonic Tyler’s sword, c. 1811-1830. Mother of pearl plaque grips,
silver plated hilt, blade marked P. Knecht, Solingen.

innermost recesses of the human heart. It is illustrated in
a guardian role, with the Book of Constitutions,
reminding bretheren of the confidentiality of ritual. A
sword is incorporated in the insignia of many higher
degrees in York Rite (Commandry Knights Tgmp_[ars)
and Scottish Rite (Consistory), where it is used in rltkual
degree work as a symbol of the virtues of .lus}nce.
Fortitude, and Mercy. The double-edged aspect of t_he
blade, cutting in both directions, alludes to equa'htv\'
inherent in justice. In a more mundane and phy’&ncu{
context, sword exercise, or drill evolutions, are a part of
Commandry and Consistory etiquette for honors,
ceremonies, and parades. In the hand of the Tyler, an
office in the lodge equivalent to Sergeant At Arms,‘the
sword is ever drawn and ready to de_fgnd the ‘port.a-ls of th?
lodge against intrusion by the uninitiated. T radl‘t‘mnjlijl_\.
the Tyler’s sword has a wavy or “‘ﬂam‘berge ]'blal e,
recalling, as recorded in the book of Gcnc:u:sr. the flaming
sword that guarded the entrance to Paradise.
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