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Fig. 1. English silver-mounted hanger, ¢.1770. The eagle pommel shows
characteristics shared with later Federal types. As is commonly the case
for many of these hangers, the eaglehead motif repeats on the
counterguard terminals. Decorated panels in center of guard show stag
being brought to bay, on obverse, and bull being baited on reverse.

Figure 3. Silver-mounted officer’s hanger, 1780. An attractive and well-
made, yet primitive, eagle with suggestion of crest at back of skull.
Likely American made and similar in many respects to No. 42 in
Peterson’s American Silver Mounted Swords 1700-1815. Note
eaglehead terminals on guard similar to Figure 1.

i

=
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With the development of the Couteau-de-chasse,
known in England first as the cuztoe and eventually as the
hanger, an ideal medium was provided for the
widespread use of all sorts of animalistic and game-
associated heads as pommel decorations. While the style
was not universal — many hangers being fabricated with
pommels hardly more than flat discs —- it was popular,
and gained favor from the early 16th century until the

hanger disappeared from ordinary use late in the 18th
century. Probably descended from the Falchion, these
short, straight-bladed sidearms were intended to be used
in the hunt for dispatching wounded prey.

Although game keepers and other servants of the hunt

sometimes carried hangers as part of their working
equipment, in England, as in most European countries of
the time, the hunt — particularly the chase — was on¢ of
the more visible privileges of gentry. As a result, simply
wearing a hanger was in some measure a symbol of social
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