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THE WESTWARD EXPANSION OF the American
frontier into the vast and sprawling Great Plains, and the
spirit of “manifest destiny” — the God-given right to
conquest — that it produced, was personified in the
regiments of dragoons organized to deal with the prob-
lems such expansion inevitably created.

The U.S. Dragoon quickly came to epitomize the bold,
resourceful, adaptable frontiersman; his brawling, un-
orthodox, hell-for-leather spirit channelled into unit es-
prit that made the dragoons the elite of the new regular
army during their existence.

Heavily armed with a variety of regulation and per-
sonal weapons, the dragoon is a romantic object of study
and a fascinating collector focus.

Military historian Col. John R. Elting has noted that
the dragoon concept stems from early 17th century
Europe where infantrymen were mounted to move them
quickly into positions in support of the cavalry “until the
foot came up,” and to do foraging and outpost wor
Their short barrelled musket, called a dragon (ear
examples actually had a serpentine shape chiseled
the barrel with the mouth at the muzzle opening),
them their name. At first, they always fought o
subsequently their horses and weapons were mp
the point that they became, by the mid-18t
another type of cavalry.” .

When encounters with mounted Indi
dictated the need for cavalry in the U.S. Ar
Regiment, U.S. Dragoons, was establish
practical, versatile, and economical solution.

Replacing the non-uniformed and loosely
Mounted Rangers, dragoons saw service to |
they were redesignated as cavalry regiments. The
point of their service, however, came during the Me
War, where they served by squadrons and companies |
various parts of Mexico, and shortly after as a pea
keeping force in the West during the gold rush and
western settlement.

Of the many historical accounts of this period and of
the dragoons’ service during it, two of the most fas-
cinating, in terms of depicting the spirit and lifestyle of
the dragoon, were written by enlisted men in dragoon

As a crack ¢
disciplined by

regiments. Seminole wars, the dra

Samuel Chamberlain’s mock-heroic account of his personal appearance that could ing
Mexican War service with the First Regiment, U.S. earrings, and non-issue additions to t
Dragoons, My Confession (Harper & Brothers, N.Y. uniform. They were drawn from a colorful BIEF
1956; also published as Recollections of a Rogue, Mu- Chamberlain notes that “In our squadron were
seum Press, London, 1957) and Percival G. Lowe's Five down Lawyers, Actors and other men of the
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